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SUBJECT: LETELIER/MOFFITT CASE: CHILEAN PRESS QUESTIONING GOC 

JUDGMENT 

REF: SANTIAGO 1446 

1 . EDITORIALS IN RIGHTIST TABLOID "LA SEGUNDA", PRO-GOVERNMENT 
"QUE PASA" AND STAID "EL MERCURIO" URGE THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT 

TO MAKE PUBLIC PROMPTLY THE FACTS REGARDING THE OFFICIAL PASSPORTS 
AND SUPPORTING REQUEST FOR A US VISA OBTAINED BY THE TWO MEN 
WANTED FOR QUESTIONING IN CONNECTION WITH THE LETELIER/MOFFITT 
ASSASSINATION. ALL THREE EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR THE GOC TO COOPERATE 
FULLY IN THE INVESTIGATION AND RECOGNIZE THE COSTS TO CHILE'S 
NAME AS WELL AS TO THE GOVERNMENT THAT DELAYS IN CLARIFYING 
THE SITUATION WILL CAUSE. 

2. "MERCURIO" GOES FURTHER THAN THE OTHER JOURNALS. 

THE CENTER EDITORIAL MARCH 4 MAKES A PERHAPS DISINGENUOUS DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN THE JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE LETTERS 
ROGATORY (WHICH SHOULD BE KEPT SECRET) AND THE ASSERTION THAT THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED PASSPORTS AND ASKED FOR VISAS FOR THE 
PAIR. THE LATTER DEMANDS A PROMPT, PUBLIC CLARIFICATION. 

(COMMENT: "MERCURIO'S" FACILE DISTINCTION IS NOT SO CLEAR TO US.) 
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3. "MERCURIO'S" MAJOR SUNDAY EDITORIAL (WRITTEN BY ARTURO 
FONTAINE) APPROACHES THE ISSUE FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE. IT 
CONTAINS AN UNUSUALLY STRONG INDICTMENT OF THE GOCS HANDLING 

OF PEACEFUL DISSENT EMPHASIZING THE ADVERSE INTERNATIONAL REACTION. 
"MERCURIO' STATES THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY TO CRACK DOWN 
IS NOT IN QUESTION, BUT THE POLITICAL COSTS ARE VERY HIGH 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. THE EDITORIAL CONCERNTRATES ON THE 
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RELEGATION OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC DOZEN (REFTEL) AND THE 
GOC'S INITIAL REFUSAL LAST NOVEMBER TO PERMIT THE THREE RELATIVES 
OF MISSING PERSONS TO REENTER THE COUNTRY. IT THEN NOTES 
THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF A CAREER DIPLOMAT SUCH AS MIGUEL BARROS 
TO WASHINGTON IS A GOOD STEP, BUT BARROS' EFFECTIVNESS 
WILL BE LIMITED BY DECISIONS TAKEN IN SANTIAGO. THIS GETS FONTAINE 
TO HIS MAJOR POINT: THE WORLD (AND THE US PRESIDENT) ARE WATCHING 
HOW THE GOC HANDLES THE LETELIER CASE AND FULL COOPERATION IS AN 
ABSOLUTE MUST. 

4. COMMENT: THE CONTINUING RELUCTANCE OR INABILITY OF THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION ON HOW THE TWO MEN OBTAINED 
THEIR PASSPORTS AND DOCUMENTATION HAS CAUSED EVEN GOC SUPPORTERS 
TO WONDER JUST WHAT IS GOING ON. WHILE THE EDITORIALISTS SEEM 
WILLING TO BELIEVE THAT THE PROBLEM IS ONE OF POOR PUBLIC RELATIONS 
RATHER THAN DELIBERATE DELAY, THERE IS AN UNDERCURRENT OF 
SKEPTICISM AND THE BEGINNINGS OF AN APPARENT ATTEMPT TO PUT SOME 
DISTANCE BETWEEN THESE PUBLICATIONS AND THE GOC. 

BOYATT 
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